is perfectly dry, free from decay, and will continue so, under ordinary circumstances, for a number of years. But the manner of accomplishing this, has been a subject of discussion among the most respectable members of the dental profession. It Letter from G. F. J. Colburn.
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To accomplish this, it is necessary to cut through the filling in every direction, and the surfaces thus cut, united by the power of the wedge. To prevent any delay, (after the cavity is perfectly cleansed,) the gold should be slightly twisted into a cord or thread of sufficient length to fill the tooth, and taken up with the point of the instrument as it is wanted, taking care that no moisture or even the breath shall come in contact with the gold.
In 1829, I commenced filling teeth on the above mentioned plan, with a spring tempered excavator, and the only difficulty attending the operation has been to overcome the power of repulsion. The filling instruments should be curved and straight so as to cut in every direction, and should be kept sharp like the excavator, and should be spring temper, firmly fixed in handles. They should be thrust deep into the gold, carrying in a quantity of the metal at every thrust, until the cavity is more than full. The-filling forceps, file, burnisher, &c. will complete the operation.
